The Outsiders – Essay Topics
Choose one of the essay topics below and write a well-organized and well-thought out essay. Be sure to use examples from the novel to support your ideas.
Topic #1:

“Sixteen years on the streets and you can learn a lot. But all the wrong things, not the things you want to learn” (Hinton, p. 122). Discuss this quote from the novel and how it applies to ONE of the boy’s lives. What things did they learn? What things might they have liked to learn? Support your ideas with what you know about the characters. Don’t forget to use examples from the novel.

Topic #2:

Write an essay explaining how expectations played a role in the lives of the Socs OR the Greasers. How did external and internal expectations influence the group’s actions in the novel? Don’t forget to use examples from the novel.

Topic #3:

Write an essay explaining why you believe ONE of the main Greasers could be considered a hero. Include your own definition of hero in the essay, and be sure to explain how the character meets your definition. Don’t forget to use examples from the novel.
Topic #4:

Write an essay explaining how the Socs OR Greasers created problems for society. Look at how society viewed and treated the group. Don’t forget to use examples from the novel.
